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SUBJECT: AZORES PROBLEM CONTINUES 

REF: (A) LISBON 3888 (DTG 161702Z MAY 77), (B) LISBON 3891 
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SUMMARY: A HIGH OPPICIAL OF AZOREAN REGIONAL GOVERNMENT DESCRIBED 
SITUATION IN ISLANDS AS "POWDER KEG" AND EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT 
LISBON WOULD TAKE LAJES QUID. MEANWHILE, CHARGES AND 
COUNTER-CHARGES CONTINUED WITH NO SIGN OP APFAIR DYING 
OUT. CURRENT TROUBLED SITUATION AND INCREASING SIGNS OP 
LEFTIST LINKS TO SEPARATISTS HAVE LEAD GOP TO PUSH FOR 
EARLY CONCLUSION OF BASE AGREEMENT. END SUMMARY 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


1 . POWDER KEG; AN UNNAMED HIGH OFEICIAL OE THE AZORES 
REGIONAL ADMINISTRATION WAS QUOTED MAY 20 AS SAYING THAT 
AZORES WERE A "REAL POWDER KEY, WHERE A BLOOD BATH MIGHT 
OCCUR." 

2. BASE NEGOTIATIONS: THE SAME SOURCE SAID ABOUT AZORES 
BASE NEGOTIATIONS "THAT WE HAVE DOUBTS ABOUT LISBON'S 
NEGOTIATING CAPACITY AND FEAR, ABOVE ALL, THAT THE LION'S 
SHARE WILL GO TO LISBON, WHICH WOULD BE A CATASTROPHE FOR THE 
AZORES' EUTURE. IF OUR EFEORTS EAIL, WE WILL HOLD 

THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT'S PARTY RESPONSIBLE FOR MAKING THE 
AZORES INTO A SECOND TIMOR." 

3. CABINET PRONOUNCEMENT: ON MAY 18, THE CABINET "CONDEMNED 
THE INCIDENTS PROVOKED BY A SEPARATIST MINORITY," AND SUPPORTED 
THE PRESIDENT'S MAY 15 OFEICIAL NOTE ON THE SUBJECT. 

4. MOTA AMARAL RESPONSE:AZORES REGIONAL PRESIDENT RESPONDED 
BY CLAIMING THAT THE INCIDENTS PROBABLY WOULD NOT HAVE 
HAPPENED IF IT WERE NOT FOR THE INTERVENTION OF LISBON. THE 
REGIONAL SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE PSD ALSO ISSUED A STATEMENT 
REPUDIATING PRESIDENT EANES'S COMMUNIQUE AND SAYING IT RESULTS 
FROM A "MANEUVER" WHICH PRESIDENT BECAME INVOLVED THROUGH 
"DEFICIENT AND MANIPULATED INFORMATION." 

5. EANES'S FEELINGS: DEPTH OF EANES'S FRET .TNG ON THIS 
ISSUE WAS UNDERLINED BY CDS LEADER FREITAS DO AMARAL IN 
CONVERSATION WITH DCM. AMARAL DESCRIBED PRESIDENT AS 
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"WHITE WITH RAGE" OVER FLAG INCIDENT, WHEN HE SUMMONED 
THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY LEADER TO 7:30 A.M. MAY 15 MEETING 
OVER INCIDENT. 

6. COMMENT: TROUBLED SITUATION IN AZORES IS NOT FADING. 

ISSUE IS HIGHLY SENSITIVE ONE FOR BOTH SIDES AND DIFFICULT 
TO CALM DOWN. MORE TROUBLE IS ANTICIPATED JUNE 6, THE 
SECOND ANNIVERSARY OF THE OUSTING OF THE FELLOW-TRAVELING 
FORMER GOVERNOR OF PONTA DELGADA. PRIME MINISTER AND PRESIDENT 
HAVE EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER POSSIBLE LEFTIST INFILTRATION 

OF THE SEPARATIST MOVEMENT AND PM NOTED IN MAY 17 CONVERSATION 
WITH VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE THAT GOP HAS INFORMATION ON LINKS 
BETWEEN LIBYAN CHARGE AND SEPARATISTS. AZORES PLANNING DIRECTOR 
CUNHA DE OLIVEIRA, WHO HAS BEEN SYMPATHETIC TO FLA, TOLD AID 
REP MAY 20 THAT FLA NOW HAS OUTSIDE CONNECTIONS INCLUDING 
LIBYANS AND CUBANS. 

7. EAGERNESS OF GOP TO GET MOVING ON LAJES NEGOTIATIONS 
IS NOT SURPRISING IN VIEW OF HEIGHTENED CONCERN OVER 
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SEPARATISTS' ACTIVITIES (REF B). HEAD OE INTER- 

MINISTERIAL WORKING GROUP ON NEGOTIATIONS HAS MADE POINT TO 

US THAT OOP'S GREATEST PROBLEM IS PARING DOWN AZOREAN DEMANDS. 

NEXT MEETING OE WORKING GROUP IS SCHEDULED EOR EARLY JUNE. 

CARLUCCI 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SECESSION, CIVIL DISORDERS, AZORES, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 20-May-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977LISBON04069 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: X3 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770181-1210 

Format: TEL 
From: LISBON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770536/aaaabeyp.tel 

Line Count: 121 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 6329408f-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 LISBON 3888, 77 LISBON 3891 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05-0ct-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2439439 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: AZORES PROBLEM CONTINUES 
TAGS: PINT, PO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/6329408f-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



